
 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

 

Defence Minister Reviews Progress of Kem Santuni MADANI and 
Kem MADANI Initiatives 

 

TAWAU, 4 May 2025 – The Minister of Defence, YB Dato’ Seri Mohamed Khaled Nordin, 

today conducted an official working visit to Kem Kabota, Sabah to review the 

implementation of various initiatives under the MADANI agenda, which emphasises the 

well-being and livelihood of Malaysian Armed Forces (“MAF”) personnel and their families. 

 

One of the key highlights of the visit was the refurbishment of Dewan Berani Ikhlas under 

the Kem Santuni MADANI initiative, implemented by Lembaga Tabung Angkatan Tentera 

(“LTAT”), through Boustead Plantations Berhad (“Bplant”). The upgrade, fully funded by 

BPlant at a cost of nearly RM100,000.00, has enhanced the role of the hall as a vital 

community and social hub for the camp’s residents. These improvements are expected to 

provide greater comfort and public amenities for more than 661 military personnel and their 

families. 

 

Under the Ministry of Defence-led Kem MADANI programme, the visit also highlighted the 

Madu Kelulut project led by the armed forces’ spouses under Malaysian Armed Forces 

Family Welfare Association (“BAKAT”). This project empowers the families by providing 

sustainable, modern agriculture-based income opportunities. 

 

As part of its continued commitment to empower contributors, LTAT also conducted its 

Financial Literacy Programme at the camp, equipping MAF personnel with essential 

knowledge and skills in financial management as they prepare for a secure and dignified 

retirement. Since its introduction in 2023, this impactful programme has benefited over 

25,000 ATM personnel nationwide. 

 

Additionally, Pharmaniaga Berhad extended its support for the welfare of MAF personnel 

through its Skuad Operasi Sihat (“SOS”) initiative, which provided complimentary basic 

health screening services. The services included blood glucose level checks and blood 

pressure readings, aimed at fostering a culture of healthy living among the MAF community. 

 



During the visit, the Minister also inspected the progress of the Rumah Keluarga Angkatan 

Tentera (“RKAT”) housing development project. The construction of these homes reflects 

the government’s ongoing commitment to providing high-quality, comfortable, and 

conducive living spaces for military personnel and their families. The visit was also attended 

by senior management representatives from LTAT and BPlant. 

 

“As an entity under the LTAT Group, Boustead Plantations Berhad remains committed to 

contributing holistically to the MAF community. The Kem Santuni MADANI initiative is our 

gesture of appreciation for the sacrifices of our armed forces, with the hope that our 

contributions will add meaningful value to their well-being,” said YBhg. Lieutenant General 

Datuk Ahmad Norihan Jalal (R), Chairman of Boustead Plantations Berhad. 

 

Previously, on March 27, 2025, LTAT and its Group of Companies announced the selection 

of five camps to benefit from the Kem Santuni MADANI initiative during LTAT’s FY2024 

Dividend Announcement in March. With a total allocation of RM500,000.00, the five camps 

involved are Lok Kawi Camp, Kota Kinabalu Naval Base, Kabota and Paradise Camp in 

Sabah, as well as RMAF Butterworth Air Base in Penang. The initiative focuses on 

infrastructure upgrades, economic empowerment programmes, and various community 

support efforts to benefit MAF personnel and their families. 
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